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Standard Operating Procedure: 
Low PappA identified from Low 
chance Trisomy screening result 
and received by email on nhs.net 
from the Trisomy Screening Lab 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                            Trust ref:C3/2023 

 

1. Introduction and overarching policy/guideline  

 
This Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) should be used in conjunction with the  
Booking Bloods and Urine Test UHL Obstetric Guideline and Booking Process and Risk 
Assessment UHL Obstetric Guideline. 
 

Related documents: 

Fetal Surveillance - Small for Gestational Age Fetus UHL Obstetric Guideline 

Aspirin in Pregnancy UHL Obstetric Guideline 
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https://uhltrnhsuk.sharepoint.com/teams/pagl/pagdocuments/Aspirin%20in%20Pregnancy%20UHL%20Obstetric%20Guideline.pdf
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2. Procedure 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Low PappA (≤0.41MOMS) identified from 
Low chance Trisomy screening result  

Screening team acknowledge receipt of 
email from Lab 

Inform 
finance team 
for tariff uplift 

claims 

Send the 
information 
letter to the 
woman and 
the letter to 

give to the GP 
for aspirin  

 

Identify which community 
team responsible for the 

woman’s care and send the 
result to the team’s shared 

drive in community  

Check anomaly scan is 
booked 20-20+6 weeks, 
add a note to HISS for 

the anomaly scan 
stating 

 – low PappA needs 
UAD’s & GROW 

 

Community midwife: Sonographer/MCA at 
anomaly scan: 

At the 16 week contact check 
the lady had received the letter 
explaining the low PappA 
results 

Ensure the lady understands: 
1. The need for Aspirin 150mg daily 

up to 36 weeks gestation 
2. The need for growth scans – 

schedule to be determined after 
UAD’s 

3. That this does not change the 
woman’s Trisomy screening 
results 

4. Document in E3: 
a. That the lady is taking Aspirin 

(in the contacts section) 
b. Record all of the screening 

results including the PappA 
level in the “screening 
booking blood results” 
section. 

Place “scan 
pathway” 
sticker on 
the front of 
handheld 
notes and on 
the 
customised 
growth chart 

Document growth 
scan needed at 
28/32 weeks on 
the scan report 
and complete the 
scan outcome 
form to arrange 
the next scan 
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3. Documentation 

 
All telephone consultations with women at 16 weeks of gestation to be documented on E3 
 

________________________________________________________ 

 

The Trust recognises the diversity of the local community it serves. Our aim therefore 
is to provide a safe environment free from discrimination and treat all individuals fairly 
with dignity and appropriately according to their needs.  
As part of its development, this policy and its impact on equality have been reviewed 
and no detriment was identified. 
 

 

CONTACT AND REVIEW DETAILS 

SOP Lead (Name and Title) 
H Ulyett – Antenatal and Newborn screening co-
ordinator 
 

Executive Lead 
Chief Nurse 

Details of Changes made during review: 

Date Issue Number Reviewed By Description Of Changes (If Any) 

September 
2022 

4 Maternity 
Governance 
Committee 

Aspirin dosing and duration updated 
Format changed and category now as 
standard SOP rather than emergency 
COVID-19 pathway 
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